Solid-Sail Transport

thorough-going overhaul of railway expenditure in itself
are vital elements in the whole Provincial problem/' 1

The tabular statements of gross revenue receipts, work-
ing expenses and net receipts of State-owned railways
appended at the end of the book2 give a statistical record
for the past fourteen years commencing from 1925-26
which has been chosen as the base year because it was then
that the Railway budget was separated from the General
budget. It will be seen therefrom that the total gross
revenue receipts in 1925-26 were Rs. 99,72,45,000. The next
year records a decrease of nearly Rs. 60 lakhs. In 1927
earnings shot up to Rs. 1,04,34,01,000 and in the succeeding
year they were at the record figure of Rs. 1,04,58,71,000.
The year 1930 marks the downward phase of the depression
and in 1932 they reached the lowest figure, Rs. 85,58,36,000.
Since then, there has been a gradual improvement and in
1936-37 earnings for the first time exceeded Rs. 10,000
lakhs. Earnings for 1937-38 were Rs. 1,00,30,06,000.
The contribution to general revenues in 1924-25 was
Rs. 678 lakhs. In the next year, there was a fall of
Rs. 129 lakhs over the previous year's contribution and in
1926-27, 1927-2S, 1928-29, 1929-30 and 1930-31, the corres-
ponding contributions were Rs. 601; 628; 523; 612 and
574 lakhs respectively. The years till 1937-38 saw no
tangible improvement in the capacity of the railways to
pay, and it was only in the financial year 1937-38 that, for
the first time since the setting in of the depression, a
contribution of Rs. 276 lakhs was made. This figure bears
ao eomparisoa to the Rs. 678 lakhs contributed in 1924-25.
The estimated contribution (revised figures, excluding
Bmrraa railways) in 1938*39 is Rs. 205 lakhs and that for
1SW-40 fe bodgetted at Bs, 213 I^khs. Turning to the
Railway Reserve Fund, we observe that the transferences
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